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· The VEEP SPEAKS…………
As I end the first year of leadership as your SVP, I find it appropriate to examine the accomplishments for the fiscal year, October 1, 2005 thru September 30, 2006.  With your support, I was able to achieve the following:

· Establish a web site for the Southwestern Section.

· Host two successful sectional tournaments, both resulting in a profit.

· Increase overall membership via recruitment and bridge education.  

· Maintain financial stability and fiscal responsibility.

OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

· Successfully supported fund raising efforts for the ABA and for the 2006 Spring National tournament.    

· Appointed committee chairpersons in a timely manner.

· Attended Executive Board meetings for the Spring and Summer Nationals.

· Offered and approved the Merit Membership award to Nelda Gray.

· Offered and approved the Life membership award to Lela Wilson.

· Supported club, unit and Grade A tournaments via attendance and promotion.

· Scheduled and issued sanctions for Grade C, B, and A Regional and Sectional tournaments. 

· Scheduled and conducted one section committee meeting and two sectional membership meetings.

· Designed and conducted a Survey On National Tournaments for the SWS. (recap of results reported in this newsletter)

· [image: image5.emf]

Supported and approved the upgrade of Dorothy Colley and Percy Milligan to Level II directorship and the initial appointment of Mary Alice Alexander and Ralph Buggs as  Level I directors.
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· Gave approval to supplement the purchase of bidding boxes for clubs in the SWS using the $500.00 award received as a result of our section having the largest amount of ads for the 2006 Spring National Souvenir Journal.

I offer my sincere thanks to all of you who helped to make this a successful year for our section.  Without you, much of this could not have been accomplished.  However there is much more to be done in the upcoming fiscal year.  I will be sharing this information with you and asking again for your help.

As you know the 2007 Spring National will be in Las Vegas. Our section has been asked to do the following:

1. Obtain ads for the souvenir journal. As before, the $500.00 award is available to the section obtaining the greatest amount of ads and $300.00 award for second place.

2. All sections are hosting the events for the Nationals and SW Section has been asked to host the “Meet and Greet” social. The ABA will pay for the refreshments which will be provided by the hotel.  Anyone interested should contact me immediately for details (OR I will contact you if I do not hear from someone soon enough).

3. Committee chairs are needed for the following National Committees:

a. Election 2007 Committee (2)
James Pruitt, Chairperson.  Representative must be prepared to attend both the 2007 Spring and Summer Nationals.

b. Marketing Committee (2)
JoAnn Thompson, Chairperson

c. Membership(Recruitment) Committee
Mary Clark, Chairperson 

4. Committee chairs are also needed for the following Sectional Committees:

a. Hospitality (2)

b. Recommendations (1)

*Persons interested in chairing these committees please contact me

Congratulations to our most recent Nationwide Scholarship Game winners:

Friday, September 29, 2006
 
1st place,    Drs. Frank Hawkins and Waymon Webster

Saturday, September 30, 2006
 1st place,   Mary Alice Alexander and Lillian Graham

Both winners won with an outstanding percentage game. We are awaiting the results to see if we have overall National winners.  The next Nationwide game will be FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2006.

NEW APPOINTMENT:

Effective October 1, 2006, Dorothy Colley will serve as the Administrative Assistant to the SWSVP. 

Lionel Barton will serve as the SWS representative to the National Tournament Committee (NTC).
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Life Membership Award

I am honored to have been chosen as a recipient of the Life Membership Award.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Southwest Section for selecting me as the Section’s nominee for this award.  I would like to further thank James Woodard and the Merit Awards Committee for the preparation and submission of the required information.  In addition, a very special “thank you” goes to Clarena Richardson for her verbal presentation on my behalf, which resulted in my becoming one of the recipients of this prestigious award.

Lela Wilson

Prairie View Duplicate  Bridge Club

(PVDBC)
Our club may be small in numbers but powerful in the Spirit of Bridge.

Two members of the PVDBC, Frank Hawkins and Waymon Webster, won the September 29th Nationwide Game with a 75.77 % game average.  On Saturday, September 30th, Frank Hawkins played with Hank Irwin and won that Nationwide Game.

Thelma Morgan, President of PVDBC, submitted a proposal to the American Bridge Association Education & Charitable Foundation, Inc., for a $250 grant.  The grant was approved and will be used to promote bridge education and awareness in the Third Ward community of Houston.  The objective is to get at least 8 – 10 adults interested and committed to duplicate bridge in order to introduce duplicate bridge to students, teachers and parents at Ryan Middle School and Blackshear Elementary School. 

The PVDBC will set sail on its 2nd Annual Bridge Cruise on December 7-11, 2006 from Galveston, TX to Cozumel, Mexico.  This 4-day western Caribbean cruise will be a bridge player’s delight with 6 B-games, a Christmas party, gifts and plenty of on-board activities for our non-bridge playing friends.  Don’t fret, there is still room for you.  Next year, a passport will be required by all travelers.

On a somber note, one of our charter members, Linda Garner recently lost her husband.  She would like to extend her appreciation for all of your cards of condolence, prayers, and monetary gifts.

Also, Col. Jiles P. Daniels, a charter member of PVDBC, died in October, 2006.

Club Officers for 2007 – 2009

President ………….
Bernice Webster


Secretary ……Thelma Morgan

Vice President
 ……
Veronica Hines


Treasurer …...
James Morgan


AUSTIN / TRAVIS COUNTY DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB

Ruby Handcox, President

The Austin/Travis County Duplicate Bridge Club held our Twenty-first Annual Grade A Tournament in August.  Among those attending were our National President, Henry “Hank” Irwin, our Sectional Vice President, Mary Ann Broussard, and a special guest, Lizzy Mathis, from Bear, Delaware.  We really appreciate all of you who attend our Tournaments year after year.

We were saddened by the death of our member, Joe Atkins, who died in August, and we continue to support our Secretary, Barbara Johnson, as she struggles with the prolonged illness of one of her daughters, Sheryl Love.

Congratulations, to our Tournament Chair, Dorothy Madison, the proud mother of Michelle Madison, Executive Vice President of Mo Town Records, who was inducted into the Austin Independent School District HALL OF FAME in August.  Congratulations, also to Judge Harriet Murphy for receiving the Judicial National Bar Association Award in recognition of her contributions to Judicial Advocacy.  We also congratulate, Deborah and Stokely Gardner on the arrival of their newest grandson, Lawrence Samuel Gardner  (Whose parents are Lisa and Lawrence Gardner and reside in the Dallas area).
We are proud to announce that one of our members, Charles Davenport, has been appointed Web Master for the ABA.  His duties and how to access his services will be provided later.

Our National President, Hank Irwin, began a series of bridge lessons for our club last year and the lessons appear to really improve our play (sometimes).  While we have had to give way to his duties as National President, we appreciate lessons whenever he is available.  Also helping to improve our play and keeping us alert, is playing every Tuesday night.  Come join us any Tuesday evening you are in Austin.  Call 512-258-0136 when you’re here.
Our current officers are:
President ………………….
Ruby Handcox





Vice President
 ……………
Fred Mann





Secretary ………………….
Barbara Johnson





Treasurer ………………….
Jim Wueste





Tournament Chair ………...
Dorothy Madison





Hospitality Chairs …………
Deborah Gardner and










Berl Handcox





Publicity …………………..
Birdie Moten

Best wishes to the Fort Worth Chapter for a successful tournament in November.




ANNOUNCEMENT:

· Congratulations to Mrs. Thelma Morgan upon receipt of a $250.00 Small Grant Award to the Prairie View Duplicate Bridge Club for the promotion of bridge education and awareness in the Third Ward Community, Houston, Texas.  The award is granted by the abaECF.
· Members are encouraged to make a Tax-Deductible contribution to the abaECF, Inc.  Revenues insure continuity and growth of the ABA Educational and Charitable Program.  Mail contributions to: abaECF, Inc., P.O. Box 34882, Bethesda, Maryland 20827-0882.

· As we approach the end of this calendar year, let me thank all members for your past and continued support.  This is also an opportunity to wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Let us continue to show love for one another as we move forward with the business of our organization. 

REMEMBER, PROGRESS IS A JOURNEY NOT A DESTINATION


· BOARD ACTION EXCERTS

        SUMMER NATIONAL 2006

· Las Vegas Spring 2006 hotel bill was paid in full without room night penalties.  The hotel made adjustments because of the internet reservations made by our members.

· Starting 2008, the Spring National Tournament will begin the Monday after Easter and end on Saturday.  The Summer 2008 National Tournament will begin on Friday and end on Saturday in accord with ABA Handbook Guidelines.

·  Information in the ABA Handbook regarding when Sectional tournaments must be held will be modified to remove the phrase “must be encompass a weekend (Friday and Saturday)”.
· Defining Moments Prices were slashed as follows:

Chronicles $30.00    DVD’s  $15.00    Deck of Cards  $10.00    Complete Sets  $50.00

· All Sections are invited to submit a Recruitment Plan and Budget complete with implementation strategy.  The Executive Board will review and evaluate the plan and if approved, the ABA will provide matching funds up to $300.00.   Sections must follow the plan submitted and report results showing evidence of success.

· The Board approved a name change for the ABA Collegiate Bridge Committee.  The new name will be ABA Youth Bridge Committee.  This eliminates restricting the participants to college students.

· The Board will write and publish a Benevolent Policy for the ABA.

MEMBERSHIP ABA
  3705
Eastern Section 
702
Mid Atlantic Section
568
Southern Section
571

Mid-West Section
560
Great Lakes Section
511
Western Section
380

South West Section
304
Northwest Section
109
REPORT

Of

SOUTHWESTERN SECTION Survey on National Tournaments
The survey was conducted between June 30th and July 20th 2006.  Four states were represented: Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas and Oklahoma.  Cities represented were Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth, Corpus Christi, Austin, Prairie View and Beaumont, Texas; Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Pine Bluff, Arkansas and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

· There were 115 members of the section responding to the survey.  With a total membership of 276, this represents approximately 41.66% return from our membership.

· Tournament Sites of Interest:  Las Vegas30;
Houston  40;
Atlanta  20; Chicago  15;

Dallas 12; Reno  10.

· Cities with less than 5 votes of any choice were not listed in the chart.  Other places of interest were Charlotte NC, Bahamas, Saint  Louis.

· Twenty-six of those surveyed had no preference of cities for holding the tournament.

· Overall the majority, 77 (67%) prefers a summer tournament ONLY with 14 undecided.

· Shorter tournaments were also preferred.

· Of the 23 members that approved of a Spring Tournament, 15 (65%) did NOT want Easter Sunday as a day of play.

Submitted and tabulated by,

Mary-Ann Broussard, SWSVP


	Master Point Ranking

	
	

	Asterisk
	         0 – 24

	Master
	       25 – 99

	Life Master
	     100 – 299

	Senior Life master
	     300 – 599

	Ruby
	     600 – 1,199

	Diamond
	  1,200 – 2,499

	Silver Diamond
	  2,500 – 4,999

	Gold Diamond
	  5,000 – 9,999

	Platinum Diamond
	10,000 – 19,999

	Grand Master
	 20,000 - Up




Harbor Bridge Club
Submitted by, Jean Carr & Carl Vaughn

Hello fellow players.

'Blessed are the flexible for they shall not be bent out of shape.'


This has been a fulfilling year for us all with God's loving help.  A few of our members decided to cruise off to visit Cozumel and Progresso, Mexico.  The Royal Caribbean Splendor provided Arlean Samuels with spectacular food, and royal treatment.  Minnie and Carl Vaughn added the people and entertainment over the 5 days and 5 nights were smashing.


Ladies, you know in packing we change purses.  Don't make the mistake of leaving the purse with the money home in the closet like our Arlean.  With the help of friends, she made it and fully enjoyed the trip.  It's happened to others before as well.


The Royal Estes sailed out with Marie and Louis Smith but to Marie's dismay, she fell backwards on the first night.  Since no x-rays were available on board, she was set up with pain pills.  Marie was wheeled around the whole 'marvelous' trip stating,  “I had a grand time”, even though she did have a cracked pelvic bone.


Slow down ladies, we missed all of you and glad to have you back with us at bridge.


All of us at Harbor Bridge want to thank you for coming to our city to play in our tournament.  We appreciate and love all of ya!!  Of course a special rah-rah for our law and order.  She's nice, firm, low speaking and patient.  Bobbie again handled things professionally and timely as a Director.  Love ya Bobbie.

Our caddie, Shevell was ready to work this year.  She even had a sitter for her 6 month old boy.  'May God continue to hold her hand and strengthen her for this big job,' from Nannie.


On to more somber notes, Monday after the tournament, Pinky Hilmon went to the emergency room and was released to go home and bed.  The same week, Friday, October 20, Carl Vaughn whose mother lives in Brookshire, TX has gone to rest in peace with God the Father.


Keep in mind!  Never look down on anybody unless you are helping them up.
HARBOR BRIDGE CLUB OFFICERS
President ……………
 Carl E.Vaughn

Vice President ……..
Wilbert Wiggings

Secretary ……………. Ola Hillmon


Treasurer ……………Lillie Satterwhite


 

 










NEW PLAYERS SHOW-UP AND SHOW OUT IN ATLANTA

James O. Morgan

New Players’ Representative

Delphine A. Butler of the E. E. Winn DBC and Lovie Lynch of the Jet Setters DBC went to their first 2006 Summer National Tournament in Atlanta, Georgia and both had a fabulous time.

Delphine won 16.22 in a Second Chance K.O. with her bridge partner from Atlanta.  She played with several partners in the new players division winning a total of 17.22 and a trophy. 

Delphine said, “winning was not the most important thing in Atlanta, it was the ease of finding partners willing to play bridge and the warmth and friendship that ensued.”  She would like to encourage more new players from the Southwest Section, especially the Houston Unit to go to the 2007 Summer National in Detroit.

Lovie Lynch journeyed to Atlanta by way of St. Louis.  Lovie was visiting a brother in St. Louis and all the talk was about the 2006 Summer National Tournament.  Lovie knew members of the Houston Unit would be in Atlanta and thought to herself, “I can handle bridge in Atlanta.”  She then called Delphine Butler and asked if she could be her roommate.   Lovie is a cheerful and outgoing person and had no problems getting a bridge partner.  She was not interested in playing the entire time but she played with three different partners earning 7.00 points and is now making plans to attend the 2007 Summer National in Detroit, Michigan.

The Southwest Section and Houston Unit are very proud of Delphine and Lovie.  Keep up the good works ladies!! 

As your New Players’ Representative, I would like to encourage all new players in the Southwest Section to seriously consider going to the 2007 Summer National in Detroit.  If you do not have a traveling partner, the Detroit host club will match you with someone according to your skill level or you can do as Delphine and Lovie did…just “show up and show out.”  

If I can be of any assistance, please let me know.





The  Southwesterner
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Newsletter Staff:	Freddie Guess, Editor		Rose Carvin		Dorothy Colley


							Barbara Ellison		Delores Smith
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History and Archives Committee


Clarena Richardson, Chairman





You, the players make the news thus you make history.  The lust for power and points seems to take center stage especially now that you have a Web site and E-mail, etc.  However, a picture is still worth a thousand words and will stand the test of time.


We encourage you to submit pictures and noteworthy items worthy of chronicling.  Its great to look back and experience memory.


Please submit items to “Clarena” via U. S. mail while I am chairman as I don’t have E-mail nor am I computer literate!
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SOUTHWEST SECTION 


Top 25 PLAYERS








1.   Lionel O Barton		31,118.19


2.   Mae Clark		23,900.18


3.   Lela M Wilson		22,934.45


4.   Dwight Galley		21,351.99


5.   Bill Turner		18,374.25


6.   Earline E Winn		14,763.83


7.   Marian C Womack	12,484.65


8.   Ervie L Freeman	 	  6,936.75


9.   Mary Ann Broussard	  6,922.17


10.  Evelyn Adkin		  6,831.77


11.  Nelda V Gray		  5,894.78


12.  Bobbie Turner		  5,739.03


13.  James Woodard		  5,401.59


14.  Henry Irwin		  5,209.88


15.  John L Williams		  5,042.00


16.  Dorothy M Colley	  4,984.06


17.  Frederick A Carvin 	  4,033.22


18.  Iris P Carr		  3,941.62


19.  Thomas Grace		  3,920.63


20.  Alma V Johnson		  3,780.12


21.  Shirley M Brown	  3,608.79


22.  Floyd Tate		  3,523.00


23.  James O Mays		  3,380.44


24.  Clarena Richardson	  3,230.44


25.  Renetta Etter		   3182.60








University Duplicate Bridge Club (UDBC)





OFFICERS





President ………….	Bettye Drummond 	Vice-president	 …….	Lottie Harvey


Secretary ………….	Marie Harris		Treasurer …………..	Gloria Tapscott


Tournament Chair ...	O’Hara Scurlock	Hospitality Chair ….	Joseph Ford	





Hail, hail, the gang’s all here …in rare form.  Our club members will always carry the ball if it’s handed to them.  Although some of our members rarely make tournament play, there are those who do carry the torch and place in every tournament in the name of University DBC.  Since June of this year, the UDBC overall scores for the Houston Unit reflect University players continuously in the running.  Check it out … June 2, Marie Harris & Renetta Etter; August 11, Joseph Ford, O’Hara Scurlock & Bettye Drummond; August 17, Johnny Gills & O’Hara Scurlock; August 19, Johnny Gills & Barbara Monroe; September 1, Marie Harris & O’Hara Scurlock; September 7, O’Hara Scurlock, Lottie Harvey (yeah Lottie), Barbara Monroe & Johnny Gills; September 9, Renetta Etter & Barbara Monroe; and October 6, Marie Harris, O’Hara Scurlock & Johnny Gills.  It has recently been said that Club members are playing better since the Club Director, O’Hara Scurlock, started teaching Basic Bridge Theory on Friday nights at Regular Play.  Come out and join us every Friday night …going back over basics is a blast for some of our members and their partners.





We all miss Odessa Sayles and her hearty enthusiasm for assisting new players.  We are assured that the Houston Unit members join us in prayer for the hopeful recovery of Ms. Sayles.





In closing, we wish to thank the Houston Unit membership for their continuous support of University hosted tournaments.  Be blessed and claim all of God’s favor in your lives.





Bettye Drummond, President
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Jet Setters Duplicate Bridge Club





President			Brenda Metze		


Secretary			Ethel Black		


Treasurer			Delores Smith


Tournament Director		James Mays


Unit Representatives		Fred Carvin and Barbara Ellison





The Jet Setters are alive and well at 40 strong.  We owe our large membership in part to a new/beginners group which is sponsored by the Jet Setters.  This group was organized by Betty Patrick and meets at St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church.  Every other Tuesday, Bobbie Turner instructs the classes.  On alternate Tuesdays, they practice the theory previously taught.  All sessions start at 11:00 a.m. and last until 3:00 p.m. with a break for lunch, prepared by a member.  So, whenever you are in the area, join us for regular play.


Our October meeting was different than any other past meeting in that we had a speaker talk to us about the Hospice program.  Mr. Ralph Hawkins explained the importance of volunteerism in this very special program.  Many members signed up as interested in volunteering.  In addition, we had a solo performance by the # 1 high school pianist in the state of Texas.  There were also games and prizes, and a fun time was had by all.  Many thanks to Mauvelyne Henry, Horace Grays and Janie Reed for hosting the event.


We were saddened by the loss of long time member Mrs. Willie Collins.  Even though her health prevented her from playing bridge she still was a loyal member of the Jet Setters to the end.  In Lieu of flowers, a donation was made to her grand daughter, a medical school student.


Our members continue to make us proud by winning at Nationals and Grade “A” tournaments.  We hope that the New Year brings each of us many & no trump games.





Brenda Metze





METROPOLITAN


DUPLICATE BRIDGE UNIT (MDBU)





Janie Reed, will be celebrating 50 years of marriage on December 19, 2006.


 


Thank you, to my bridge family for the  kind expressions of sympathy after the loss of my aunt.





Opal White, President, MDBU








Young Professionals Duplicate Bridge Club





“Texas Brags” is very much a part of our culture and certainly embraced and embodied in our club, the “Young Professionals” and for good reasons:  First, our Sectional Vice-president is a Young Professional.  Mary Ann Broussard whose leadership seems to be true to obligations and determinations to make everything count in the Section for good and worthwhile.  Secondly, the Club has been injected with a dose of “Enthusiasm” from our new members, Orelia Ellis, Ann Fleming, Vernieta Keys, Janice Hines, Patricia Sadler and Lorean Toliver. They personify and bring a new meaning to team work.  Namely, whatever role one of them assumes, “together” ALL of them include themselves in making that role work.  These are unbuyable gifts of thoughtfulness, courtesy, consideration, good naturedness and a willingness to work!  Thirdly, if you have seen the National Board officers so elegantly attired in uniform blazers with alike emblems, a Young Professional is responsible for the craftsmanship.  A rose is a “Rose” premium at best namely Rose Carvin.


Our chests are swollen with pride, our hearts can only express appreciation but one thing is certain, we’ll enjoy a greater happiness in togetherness.





Clarena Richardson, Secretary, YPDBC
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Appeals and Ethics Committee Report


By Lela Wilson





The American Bridge association adopted a “Zero Tolerance” policy some years back.  Recently, a lot of attention has been called to that very topic.  A lot of time and energy was spent dealing with a few cases involving disciplinary action.  The National Appeals and Ethics Committee convened at the Spring Nationals in Las Vegas to resolve one of those cases. 





 As the ABA Handbook deals with topics in several different locations, Colonel Bob Friend (a member of the committee that wrote the procedures), took the time to streamline and arrange all information concerning disciplinary procedures under one umbrella.  If your unit or club would like a copy, please contact your Sectional Vice-President, or me. 
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SW Section Tournament Trail 2007





Doyle Branch A Weekend		Houston, TX			January 5 – 7, 2007


Sectional				Lake Charles, LA		February 15 – 18, 2007


TriMetro Grade A Weekend		Dallas, TX			March 2 – 4, 2007


Spring National			Las Vegas, NV		April 7 – 14, 2007


M & L Grade A Weekend		Pine Bluff, AR		May 4 – 6, 2007


Sectional				Houston, TX			June 14 – 17, 2007


Summer National			Deerborn, MI			July 26 – August 4, 2007


Austin/Travis County A Weekend	Austin, TX			August 24 – 26, 2007


Okay-C A Weekend			Oklahoma City, OK		September 21 – 23, 2007


Harbor A Weekend			Corpus Christi, TX		October 12 – 14, 2007


John Barnett A Weekend		Fort Worth, TX		November 2 – 4, 2007


Annual Bridge Cruise			Departing Galveston, TX	December 6 – 10, 2007
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Mary-Ann Broussard





Please be informed that Minnie Morgan's brother, Charles Grimes, made his transition on Friday, November 3, 2006.  


 


Please remember the family in your prayers.  It was only a few months ago that she loss her sister.
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